Shallow Lakes Forum IV

Assessing, Managing & Restoring Shallow Lakes

Wednesday, April 4, 2007, Holiday Inn, St. Cloud, Minnesota

Minnesota has thousands of shallow lakes, and many of these lakes are facing pressure from eutrophication, development, overuse and exotic species.  Because shallow lakes pose unique management challenges, the normal suite of tools is limited.  In addition, the multiple recreational uses that Minnesotans appreciate on larger, deeper lakes are often problematic or create conflicts on shallow lakes.  Lakeshore residents and local planners need to understand the unique and special characteristics of shallow lakes before they can approach their assessment, management and restoration with realistic goals and expectations.

The Shallow Lake Management Forum IV will build on the foundation of the prior three Forums and focus on the assessment, management and restoration of Minnesota’s shallow lakes and the concerns of the increasing numbers of lakeshore residents living on shallow lakes.  

Program Objectives

1) Participants will understand shallow lakes as different from other lakes.

2) Participants will appreciate the unique challenges confronting Minnesota’s shallow lakes.

3) Participants will have knowledge of how to get started with assessing, managing and restoring shallow lakes.

Tuesday, April 3

Networking Reception, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Wednesday, April 4

Program

7 a.m.
Registration & refreshments

8 a.m.
Welcome (Dick Osgood, Program Chair)
Shallow Lakes Basics (Morning Moderator: Mark Jacobs)
8:20
Shallow Lake Ecology: How Shallow Lakes Work & Shallow Lake Issues.  Shannon Fisher, Director, Water Resources Center & Minnesota River Board.

Diagnostics & Assessment
8:50
Shallow Lakes Nutrient Criteria – Annual Update of MN PCA’s Program. Steven Heiskary, Research Scientist, MN Pollution Control Agency.

9:10
Fish, Aquatic Plants & Aquatic Invasive Species.  Steve McComas, Blue Water Science.

9:30
Beauty Lake Case Study.  Tim James, Impaired Waters Coordinator

North District, Regional Division, MN Pollution Control Agency.

9:50
Q/A.

10:00
Break

Management: Planning, Goal-Setting, Etc.

10:30
Minnesota's Healthy Lakes and Rivers Partnership:  Making a Difference in Local Lake Management.  Don Hickman, Program Manager for Planning and Preservation, Initiative Foundation.
11:00
Proactive Planning to Protect Sensitive Lakes.  Bill Patnaude, Beltrami County Environmental Services Director, Paul Radomski, MN Department of Natural Resources.

11:30
Case Study-McLeod County Conservation District Overlays. Larry Gasow, McLeod County Zoning Administrator.  McLeod County.
11:40
Q/A.

Noon – 1:00
Lunch

State & Local Initiatives & Programs (Afternoon Moderator: Tom Fischer)

1:00
Update on DNR's Alternative Shoreland Management Standards as Related to Shallow Lakes.  Peder Otterson, Shoreland Hydrologist, MN Department of Natural Resources.

1:20
The TMDL Process. Jim Hodgson, Upper Mississippi River Basin Coordinator, MN Pollution Control Agency.
Overview of Management Techniques & Alternatives

1:40
Overview of Shallow Lake Management Techniques.  Dick Osgood, Owner, Osgood Consulting.
2:10
Navigating Local Governments.  Philip Hunsicker, Program Director, Lakes Region

1000 Friends of Minnesota.

2:30
Q/A.

3:00
Break

Management Case Studies


3:30
Pelican Lake: Water and Management Does Flow Downhill. Fred Bengtson, Area

Wildlife Manager, Sauk Rapids, MN Department of Natural Resources.
4:00
Wading Through Watershed Management.  Julie Klocker, Administrator
Middle Fork Crow Watershed District.

4:20
Sustaining the Effort.  Panel.

5:00 p.m.
Send-off & Adjourn

